Community Transport Conference March 2026
Community Transport serves many functions in rural communities:
· In areas without public transport, it helps residents without cars to access key services in nearby towns, including shops, healthcare, and onward transportation. 
· Many who use community transport also see it as a social link, a way of catching up with friends, making new social connections, and getting out the House, all while travelling to and from a destination. 
· In other places, community transport can also help to reduce the strain on local roads and infrastructure through providing alternatives to private vehicles for visitors coming to the Lake District. 
As part of our continued commitment to working with community transport groups across Cumbria, in March 2026, ACT supported Sustainable and Integrated Transport for Ullswater (SITU) with hosting the Cumbria Community Transport Conference. The conference brought together nearly 100 community transport groups and local organisations from across the county either in person, or online who were able to:
· Hear from a range of inspiring speakers, including community transport groups, representatives, and experts
· Engage in workshops designed to support community transport groups to learn from one another and help them to envision the future of community transport.
· Form connections with other community transport groups and support organisations in Cumbria.
As a result of the conference, a community transport working group has since been established with the aim of promoting and representing the needs of community transport groups with the incoming Mayor. ACT will be providing support to this group as it moves forward.
If you are part of a community transport group, or are interested in establishing a community transport group, please get in touch to join these ongoing discussions.
info@cumbriaaction.org.uk

